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FREE ECO-DRIVING LESSONS

SAVE
10% FUEL
COSTS
and maybe more!

---------------

---------------
BY LEARNING

ECO-DRIVING
TECHNIQUES

with

Supported through a grant 
from the Malvern Hills AONB.

In these difficult times of changing climate and 
peak oil, it behoves us all to be aware of how 
responsible we are in our use of the world’s 
dwindling resources.

Car owners are, by definition, consumers of oil 
and polluters of the air that we all breathe and 
ought therefore to be particularly conscious of 
their car use.

Transition Malvern Hills offers a free session with 
qualified trainers to car-owners who want to save 
money and become more green. 

The only entry requirements are a readiness to 
learn, and a willingness to help find other people 
to participate in the scheme! 

‘If you drive a small second hand car 5,000 miles 
per year, it will cost you around £2,800 per year 
i.e. £7.50 per day, or 56p per mile.

For a new Vauxhall Corsa doing 6,000 miles per 
year the cost is £3,400.

A bike, including purchase, depreciation, 
insurance, servicing, spares and weather-proof 
clothing, will cost under £300 per year.’

Source: Cutting your car use Anna Emlyn 2007.

If you’re interested in participating 
in the scheme, start recording your fuel 
consumption right away, using the chart, and 
then contact Nic Harrington or Marab Smith.

Telephone Nic on 01684 891273 or 07968 584252, 
Marab on 01684 541163, to arrange a session!

Email nic_harrington@hotmail.com

Enter our 
competition to 

win a day’s use of 
Colwall Car Club’s 

Electric Car!
The chart inside will enable 

you to keep a record of what 

amounts of fuel you normally 

use. You will need that in order 

to know whether you have 

made any savings after taking 

the course.

 Whoever makes the 
greatest saving wins! 
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Sharing the Cost and Reducing
Our Carbon Footprint

CAR CLUB
WWW.GREENER.COLWALL.INFO/CARCLUB

10% FUEL COSTS
and maybe more!

How to calculate your
fuel consumption

What you want to know here is how much fuel it takes 
to cover a given distance. Many cars these days have 
an on- board computer that will tell you this, often as a 
read out in real time, and also as an average. If your car 
has such, learn how to use it via your car’s handbook.

If your car doesn’t have this facility you’ll have to 
resort to old fashioned methods, which means making 
a careful note of fuel going into the tank and mileage 
covered, and then doing some sums. 

To get these data use the following method: fill 
your tank with fuel, using the automatic cut-out on 
the pump to know when the tank is full; then, before 
driving off, zero the trip on your odometer. Use some 
fuel; the more you use, the greater the likelihood of 
accuracy, because you’ll get a better idea of average 
consumption. Refill your tank, by the same method, 
making a careful note of exactly how much it takes to 
refill it, and then, before going anywhere, take note of 
the mileage from the trip and reset to zero. 

You can record these data by using the table 
provided opposite. Now you have to do some 
calculations; these, of course, don’t have to be done at 
the filling station, but can be done later, - providing you 
keep the data!

In the U.K., before fuel was sold in litres, we always 
used to talk about miles per gallon; if that’s most 
meaningful to you then you will have to convert the 
number of litres you put into the tank into gallons by 
dividing it by 4.5461. 

Then, to know miles per gallon, divide the number of 
miles driven, by the number of gallons taken to do them. 
The result is your fuel consumption in m.p.g.

On the continent they measure consumption, in 
litres per 100 kilometres, but of course all our odometers 
measure miles, so you’re stuck with sums either way. A 
kilometre is 5 ⁄8 of a mile. So, the equivalent distance in 
miles of 100k is 62.5. Thus your calculations would then 
tell you how many litres per 62.5 miles, which seems 
odd, but doesn’t really matter, if you remember that the 
object of the exercise is simply to know the amount of 
fuel used for a given distance driven.  

The main point of all this is that until you know 
what your average fuel consumption is you’re not in a 
position to know whether you have changed it through 
driving differently! And, until you can show some 
documented change, equally, not in a position to enter 
our competition!

Transition Malvern Hills is offering a 
free session to any Malvern Hills AONB 
resident car owner who wants to learn 
how to reduce their fuel costs through:

GREATER DRIVING AWARENESS

GREATER COST AWARENESS

PLANNED CAR USE

This comprises a simple course of about two 
hours with an instructor in your own car.

Transition Malvern Hills also invites 
participants to consider becoming 
greener still by:

REDUCING TRAVEL

JOINING A LOCAL CAR CLUB or 
ELECTRIC BIKE SCHEME* 

CONSIDERING USING ALTERNATIVE 
FORMS OF TRANSPORT or LIVING 
WITHOUT A CAR

*Contact Robin Coates on 01684 540284
or email robin@robincoates.com 

	 Date	 Amount	 Cost	 Mileage	 M.P.G.

For more information on costs of running a 
car and Excel spreadsheets take a look at 

cuttingyourcaruse.co.uk 

www.transitionmalvernhills.org.uk

FUEL Consumption

electric bike
Loan

Scheme

http://www.malvernhillsaonb.org.uk/map.html
cuttingyourcaruse.co.uk 

