News from the Energy Group

The Group held its third meeting on June 25th (following some hiatus about finding a suitable date – for which apologies).  

Our next meeting is scheduled for Thursday July 9th at 7.30pm at John Raine’s house (Newsholme, Brockhill Road, West Malvern, WR14 4DL – tel 01684 565052 or 07786 198332 or email:  j.w.raine@bham.ac.uk).  
Please let John know if you intend to come along.  All welcome! 
There were just five of us present on the 25th (John Raine, Hamish Campbell, Eoin MCarthy, Brian Harper and Sue Edmonds – who has kindly offered to act as Secretary for the Group).  But we had a really good session and progressed our work planning considerably.  

We identified four projects on which we want to focus, as follows:

1) Developing a Local Energy Generation Scheme for the Local Area

a. We suggest a combined local system making use of wind, biomass and hydro power (Hydro essentially as a storage medium).

b. A Feasibility study would be required to consider an optimum location , the type of turbines that might be installed, the power rating and efficiency needed etc..  

c. Initially we plan to make enquiries with Natural Power to determine how much they would charge for the conduct of a wind survey.

d. We would then start to formulate a proposal to submit to Advantage West Midlands to request funding support.

e. It was suggested that we might use wind data (for assessing a suitable location) from personal weather stations?  Brian and Sue both have one, and it would be good to hear from others who could help in this respect.

f. We need to find out more about how Community Investment Company’s (CICs) work – as this would probably be the model and organizational vehicle through which such a project might be .progressed.
g. A number of aspects would need to be considered, notably: site of generator; type(s) of generator – wind, biomass, hydro, solar, etc. plus capital and running costs; the number of investors required; linkage with the national grid; physical connection to the grid; impact on the local environment; and the terms of any deal on energy costs for investors

2) Insulation and energy conservation project

a. The main project here is to address the backlog of properties that are still without roof insulation or are only poorly insulated.  

b.  Information is needed about the state of Malvern housing (e.g. how many houses have roof insulation, cavity wall insulation, draughty rooms etc.).  We will investigate if the Council/Festival Housing has such data. .

c. We would need to get Council support for a project of this nature – perhaps following the initiative taken at Kirklees MBC where a huge programme of installation and improvement in the housing stock (with free insulation provision) is taking place. 

d. We would need also to investigate what information the Council would require to consider and decide on such an initiative, and also find out which local companies might be partners in supplying/undertaking the insulation programme for local housing.

3) Smart Metering

a. Brian Harper informed the Group of the progress he had made with the initiative to develop a loan scheme with the local library for hire of smart meters (to educate people in their use of energy in the home).  He has encountered significant support from the county council and public library service for his scheme to lend out meters to public.  A £5 deposit was suggested.  We now need to estimate how many meters would be required

b. Brian has drafted a protocol (instructions for use of the meters) and asked the Group to run a pilot – to try out the three meters that he has already purchased and particularly to see how well the protocol works (and record any difficulties).  The Group is very grateful to Brian for setting this project off and for acquiring the initial set of smart meters.

c. Three members of the Group are now piloting the initiative with Brian’s smart meters and it was suggested that they should try to get other members of the household (including kids) involved and using the kit.  I might get my mum to try it as well, particularly focusing on the ease of use of the instructions.

d. The plan is to develop an on going program and during the first year at least of which we should collect high quality data on the impact of the scheme on household energy saving.
4) Education, younger support

a. A fourth project that the Group is keen to see launched involves obtaining funding for a power generation scheme within one or more local secondary schools (e.g. solar or wind-powered).

b. Sue agreed to contact Tony Aldridge at the Chase High School to determine potential interest there.  

c. The aim would be to involve students in both the feasibility assessments and subsequent running of the system.

d. A related suggestion was that we might also expand the smart metering system into the schools

The Group also discussed and reflected on the Mind Map that Sue had generated following on from conversations at the previous meeting.  

For discussion at next meeting (on July 9th) two further topics (arising from the Mind Map) are as follows:  :

· Transport

· Selection of projects which energy group would focus on.

See you then!
