Notes of the Transition Malvern Hills Waste Group meeting held at 7.30pm on Tuesday 7 July 2009 at Newsholme, Brockhill Road, West Malvern

Present:  Jan Dyer, John Raine, Brian Harper, Wilma Harrington, Andrew Jamieson
Topics discussed

	
	Action

	1.   Notes of meeting on 19 May 2009.  Jan pointed out that the website address for Oxford Wood Recycling Project was incorrect and should read:

www.oxfordwoodrecycling.org.uk
2.   Matters arising.

Item 1.  Malvern Hills District Council Waste and Recycling.   John updated members on the results of the recent public consultation.  A high percentage of the respondents opposed the introduction of wheelie bins and MHDC are not progressing with this scheme.  The alternate weekly collection of the waste and recycling sacks will continue but after April 2010, when the new facility at Norton is fully operational, mixed recyclables will be collected in one sack and materials will not have to be segregated.  Waste to landfill and recycling will be collected every week and the range recyclable plastics will also be extended.  John thought there may be some resistance to the proposal that each household will be limited to two general waste bags per collection but landfill waste has to be reduced and recycling rates must increase from the current 27% to at least 40% by 2014.   

The new arrangements need to be formalised by the MHDC Executive Committee and will go to the full Council for ratification in September. 

In answer to questions, John explained that the black general waste bags will not be replaced by biodegradable ones because of the cost.  

Glass will still not be included in the domestic kerbside collections for reasons of health and safety.

Wilma suggested that MHDC consider replacing the customary black general waste bag with a clear one so that any non-segregation of waste was highly visible to the waste operatives and households could be targeted in an awareness-raising campaign.  A purple bag could be used for mixed recyclables.  
Action:  John will take these suggestions to MHDC.

Andrew pointed out that the Spring 2009 issue of ‘View from the Hills’ included information on the MHDC’s recycling service and the public consultation process.   Readers were encouraged to register for electronic issues as the magazines will not automatically be sent to every household in an effort to reduce costs and waste.

Item 3.  Malvern Link Household Recycling Tip
Action:   Jan to contact Ivor Pumphrey and/or David Watkins to ask for their views on the possibility of a shop facility at the Malvern Link Household Recycling Centre which would help to divert more waste from landfill and increase customer awareness of the need to reuse and re-distribute materials that had not reached their end of life.
Item 4.  Electrical Items

Action:  Following concerns about the high volume of still useable electrical and electronic items thrown away at the Link tip, Brian offered to make further enquiries into the re-use shop facility at Warwickshire household tips, also operated by Severn Waste.
Item 6.  Charity Shops

Action:   Consideration may be given at a later date to surveying Malvern charity shops to ascertain what they do with unwanted donations and establish the level of recycling and reuse within the charity sector.
Item 8.   Swap Shop.   This is booked for 9.30 – 12.30pm on Saturday 5 September in St Mary’s Hall, Sherrards Green Road, Malvern Link.    Worcestershire County Council is paying for the hire of the hall (£45), will supply all promotional leaflets and posters and send press releases in the Malvern Gazette.   

Action:   Jan to inform Steve Main of Festival Housing who offered to advertise the event in the housing association’s newsletter and circulate some flyers
Volunteers are needed  - Wilma, Andrew and Mel offered to help on the day.

Item 17.  Timber recycling.  Jan had spoken to Nigel Leach who admitted that he had not made much progress with his plans to open a timber re-use centre in Worcester.  Worcestershire Resource Exchange currently retails timber of various sizes and grades and this is a well-used facility but a lack of space and choice prevent expansion.  He felt there was much scope for development and a unit on Shrub Hill Industrial Site was now available and could provide the ideal location, although it may need weather-proofing and funds will obviously be required.  He is a carpenter by trade and has built up a wealth of knowledge over the years. Nigel offered to attend a future meeting to update the group on his research into a timber recycling/reuse facility.
Item 18.  Scrap metal recycling 
Action:   Brian to get details of the two scrap metal businesses in the Spring Lane area so that they can be promoted in a local directory.  
3.   Colwall Greener Waste Stall.  Jan is attending the Green event at Robin Coates home  on Saturday 11 July and will promote Transition Malvern, Plastic Bags – No Thanks and the Waste Group
4.   Waste Not – Want Not!   7.30pm Wednesday 14 August in Priory Lodge Hall
It is hoped that this will evolve into an informative, interesting and fun evening for participants.  Group members suggested the following activities could be considered:

· Local artist to hold creative workshop

· Update on Freecycle 

· Display highlighting a spectacular waste / waste reduction phenomenon

· How to mend and repair household items such as china, clothes 

· Invite Debra Parker to talk about waste management plans in MHDC

· Promote Love Food Hate Waste campaign

· Advice on where and how to recycle more unusual items such as stamps, reading glasses, plastic journal wrappers 

· Tips on how to live on £10 a week

· Tips on how to safely wire a plug (Brian pointed out that many plugs in homes were incorrectly wired!)

5.   Malvern-based community recycling/reuse facility

The group discussed various facilities known to be operating locally which were contributing to recycling and reuse but were not well-publicised.
5.1.   Women’s Refuge.   Andrew reminded the group that Hollands Funeral Directors on Barnards Green Road will accept clothes, toys, furniture and other useful items to donate to the Malvern Women’s Refuge.  

Action:  Jan offered to phone Hollands to check whether they were happy for the group to advertise this more widely 

5.2.   Discount Tyre Centre in Vincent Road, Worcester.  Brian had recently purchased a new tyre for £10 from this business that stocked part-worn tyres imported from Sweden where they are removed from cars in the autumn and replaced with studded snow tyres.   These imported tyres are 100% legal in UK because of the tread depth which is lower than that in the rest of the continent.    

Action:   Brian offered to search the internet for similar companies

5.3.  10/12 Priory Road 

This council-owned property is not being utilised at present and Transition Malvern had hoped it may be available for their use as a Transition ‘hub’ etc.   John advised that it was unlikely that MHDC would consider making it available at the current time.  Alternative locations suggested were the units based at Malvern Link station.

6.   AOB

6.1.   Local Recycling Directory.  Andrew suggested that an interesting project for local Sixth Form students would be to research the reuse/recycling facilities already in place and public demand for additional facilities for different resources. This would help to identify the gaps in the market. It was important to avoid duplication and promote what was already on offer.   
6.2.   Brian offered to research legislation on skip hire and waste removal and disposal
7.   Date of next meeting.

7.30pm Tuesday 01 September 2009 at Newsholme, Brockhill Road.
Jan Dyer
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